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and September Lord Dufferin would go off sailing in
the Marmora, thus sundering himself from all com-
munication with Yildiz at a vital stage of the dis-
cussions.

I question these criticisms both in principle and in
fact. In principle, because it is not characteristic of
any British Government to think out so ingenious a
stratagem in advance; in fact, because my father,
who assisted Lord Dufferin in all these negotiations,
was positive, first that he considered the two docu-
ments essential, and secondly that he used his utmost
efforts to obtain the Sultan's signature. Yet there are
few foreign historians who would fail to describe
these dilatory negotiations as a masterpiece of astute
diplomacy.

Having in this manner secured Egypt for Great
Britain, Lord Dufferin was sent to Cairo as High
Commissioner with instructions to prepare a scheme
for the future governance of the country. It was not
an easy task. On the one hand he was expected to
draft a constitution based upon the very noblest
Liberal principles. On the other hand, he was
expected so to strengthen the hands of the Khedive
as to enable the British Government, within as short
a period as possible, to withdraw their army of
occupation. These two aims were in fact incom-
patible.

The Dufferin Report was published as a State Paper
in September, 1883. There were some who criticised
the ornate style in which it was composed, and Lord
Dufferin had in fact referred to the Egyptian fellah
as remaining, * like his own Memnon, not irresponsive
to the beams of the new dawn'. There are others,